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Introduction 

Title of the Webinar  : The Art and Science of Effective Communication Skills 

Organized by   : IDP – NAHEP, College of Fisheries, Central Agricultural  

University (I), Lembucherra  

Duration   : 8 - 10 September 2020 (03 days)  

Online Platform  : Google Meet 

No of Participants  : 97 

Registration fee  : Rs. 500/- (Students, faculty and staff of CAU (I) were  

exempted from paying the registration fees) 
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Dr. A. B. Patel  
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Co-organizers: 

  

1.Mr. Abhijit Bhattacharjee  

Language Instructor, IDP-NAHEP 

College of Fisheries, CAU (I), 
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2.Mr. AsemSanjit Singh  

Senior Research Fellow, IDP-NAHEP 

College of Fisheries, CAU (I), 

Lembucherra, Tripura 

 

3.Mr. Suman Malakar 

Accountant , IDP-NAHEP 

College of Fisheries, CAU (I), 

Lembucherra, Tripura 
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Background 

Organized under the aegis of the World Bank sponsored “Institutional Development Plan 

(IDP) of Central Agricultural University” of the National Agricultural Education Project 

(NAHEP), the webinar aims to explore exciting, interdisciplinary perspectives on effective 

communication skills and provide the target audience (primarily undergraduate students of 

the Fisheries Sciences) with focused and practicable insights into the basics of academic and 

everyday communications through a series of engrossing lectures by eminent academics with 

years of experience. In attempting to do so, the webinar shall prioritize and highlight what is 

now commonly termed “employability skills” or, in other words, the “skill-set” one needs to 

thrive¬ in the job-sector, especially in such trying and testing times. The proposed lectures 

aim to challenge the general mindset that the disciplinary knowledge of the student and 

communication skills are separate entities, and instead, suggest practicable strategies to 

bridge the mammoth gap between the two. The webinar plans to devise hands-on techniques 

to fuse the general notion of “content”, or the disciplinary knowledge of the student with 

“form”, or the way in which the student communicates that content to the rest of the world in 

a lucid and uniform manner. It presupposes the ideal that good communication is not just 

“contribution to knowledge” in scientific communication especially but also a joyful activity 

which adds to the quality of both the student-practitioner and the benefactors of their 

academic output, effectively broadening the scope of the same. By bringing together diverse 

interdisciplinary voices, one of the objectives of the webinar is also to uproot certain outdated 

ideas such as “communication is just about conveying the message” and profess a kind of 

joyful, creative practice of generating and communicating knowledge and insights for the 

benefit of the world, foregrounding healthy and mindful academic practice.  

 

Details of Participation 

 

A total of 97 numbers of participants, including faculties, research scholars, and studentsof 

Central Agricultural University as well as from the other educational and research institutesof 

the country, have registered for the program. The significant categories of the professionwere 

students (85nos), faculties (8nos), and research scholars (4nos). The participants werefemale 

with 55 (nos), and 42 (nos) were male; among them, 64 were GEN, 28 were ST, and 5were 

SC. Among the participants, 37 were GEN females followed by 27 GEN males, 15 

(STfemales), 13 (ST males), 3 (SC females), and 2 (SC males).The participants represent 13 

states of India, namely Tripura, Manipur, Mizoram, Odisha,Nagaland, Sikkim, West Bengal, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Meghalaya,Rajasthan, and Assam of India 

have registered for the webinar. 

 

Table 2:  Schedule of the program: 

 
 

The program began on 8/09/2020 with an Inaugural Talk by the Convenor of the webinar, Dr. 

Pramod Kr. Pandey, Dean of the college, followed by a Keynote Address and Program 

Overview by the Organizing SecretaryDr. A. B. Patel, Professor, Department of Aquaculture. 

On the first day, Dr. Chandreie Mukherjee, Assistant Professor, Management 

Communication, IIM Visakhapatnam presented on “Effective Presentation Skills – A Key to 

Success” followed by a lecture on “Communicating effectively to professional and non-

professional audiences: the key to career success.” byDr. Steve McMullin, McMullin 

Training and Consulting, LLC, Former Associate Professor Emeritus, Virginia Tech. On 

9/09/2020, the second day of the program, A talk on “Employability and Communication 



Skills in the Digital Era” was delivered by Dr. Sujatha Mukiri, Professor,Department of 

Communication, EFLU Hyderabad which was followed by a lecture on “Elements of 

Effective Communication skills” delivered by Dr. AnindyaSyamChoudhuri, Associate 

Professor of English, Department of English, Assam University, Silchar. On the third and 

final day of the program, 10/09/2020, Dr. Parthasarathi Gupta, Assistant Professor of English, 

Department of English,Tripura University spoke on “Introduction to Effective Written and 

Spoken Academic English”, followed by Dr. Rebeka Debbarma,Post-Doctoral Scholar, 

ICSSR who spoke on “Academic Life and Mental Health: Public Speaking Anxiety and 

Stress Management strategies.”. The program was concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. A. 

B. Patel.  

Concluding Remarks 

Considering the general feedback from the participants based on criteria such as the “content 

of the webinar”, “ease of access”, “academic relevance” etc, which is overwhelmingly 

positive, and based on active participation of both students and faculty members not only 

from the Colleges under CAU but also elsewhere, it can be concluded that the webinar is a 

success in relation to the objectives of the program– initiate dialogues on effective 

communication skills for mainly the undergraduate students of the college. Enthusiastic 

lectures by eminent resource persons, namely, Dr.Chandreie Mukherjee, Assistant Professor 

of Management Communication, Indian Institute of Management, Visakhapatnam; Dr. Steve 

L. McMullin, McMullin Trading and Consulting. LLC, &amp; Associate Professor Emeritus, 

Virginia Tech; Dr. Sujatha Mukiri, Professor, Department of Communication, EFLU 

Hyderabad; Dr.AnindyaSyam Choudhury, Associate Professor, Department of English, 

Assam University, Silchar; Dr.Parthasarathi Gupta, Assistant Professor, English Department 

of English, Tripura University; and Dr. Rebeka Debbarma, Post-Doctoral Scholar, ICSSR 

univocally called for laying greater stress on the importance of harnessing communication 

skills in this age. Dr. McMullin’s kind presence added a crucial global perspective on the 

much important Fisheries-communication interface. It can thus be concluded that the webinar 

provided good opportunities to especially those students who are in remote places, and who 

do not have ready access to such programs during this pandemic. The expertise of resource 

persons in the field provided ample opportunities to the students and faculties of fisheries for 

better exposure on the subject. The college looks forward to organising more such programs 

in future.  

 



Screenshot 1: A glimpse of the inaugural program with the respected 

Dean and the Organising Secretary delivering their respective addresses.  

 

Screenshot 2: Dr.Chandreie Mukherjee’s lecture.  

 

Screenshot 4: Dr. Steve L. McMullin’s lecture.  



 

Screenshot 3: Dr. A, B. Patel making an observation.  

 

Picture 1: Report in the local newspaper, Tripura Observer published on 9/09/2020 

 


